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Family Violence

• Family violence refers 
to violence between 
family members as well 
as between current or 
former intimate 
partners.
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National Domestic Violence Order Scheme

All Domestic Violence Orders (DVOs) 
issued in an Australian state or 

territory from 25 November 2017 
are automatically recognised and 

enforceable across Australia.

If a DVO was issued prior to 25 
November 2017, it can be declared at any 

time to ensure victims are protected 
nationwide by applying to any local court 
in Australia. It does not need to be a local 
court in the state or territory where the 

DVO was issued.



National Domestic Violence Order Scheme

All Domestic Violence Orders 
(DVOs) issued in an Australian 

state or territory from 30th May 
2017 are now 5 years in 

duration

Effective May 2017 a 
comprehensive information 

sharing framework 
commenced… a better risk 

assessment strategy



What does 
this mean for 
your Centre ?



Kahoot



• Power and control 
are at the centre of 
physically and 
sexually abusive 
relationships. 

• The Power and 
Control Wheel 
shows the various 
tactics an abusive 
partner uses to 
maintain power and 
control in a 
relationship.



Children 
exposed to  

violence Despite this, qualitative research has 
shown that children exposed to family, 

domestic and sexual violence can 
experience long-term effects on their 

development and have increased risk of 
mental health issues, and behavioural
and learning difficulties (Campo 2015).

There are limited data on the 
nature, extent and impacts of 
family violence on children. 



Possible 
signs of 
family 

violence…

regular enquiries from one parent 
about the whereabouts of the 
other parent, such as drop off and 
pick up times 

a parent loitering outside the 
centre, or turning up unannounced 
and collecting the children contrary 
to ordinary arrangements 
(particularly following separation) 



Possible 
signs of 
family 

violence 
cont…

reports of damage to a parent’s vehicle 
during pick up or drop off 

putting down the other parent or 
criticising their parenting (in front of, or 
in the absence of, the other parent) 

reluctance of children to leave with a 
particular parent 

hyper vigilance or fear by one parent, 
particularly when leaving the premises.



How are 
children 

impacted?

Behaviour-they can act out/withdraw

Development-can be impaired/regressing

Relationships-avoid closeness/push people away or 
attach themselves to adults they feel safe with

Emotions-fearful, stressed, depressed, angry anxious 
or ashamed

Learning-they may have trouble concentrating

Cognitions-may have low self esteem

Physical health- a range of illness may appear e.g. 
headaches, stomach aches, sleep disturbances



Responding to concerns or disclosures by a child

Listen, offer empathy and supportListen

Remember sometimes your centre is the safest placeRemember

Report the disclosure to your supervisor/directorReport



Responding to concerns or disclosures by a 
parent

Talk to the person without the alleged perpetrator presentTalk

Provide contact details for support servicesProvide

Provide assistance to contact support servicesAssistance

Talk to the person with the concerns before you make a referral to a domestic or family 
violence serviceCheck



Myth or 
Fact ?

Only a small number of people in our community 
experience domestic violence.

Domestic and family violence only happens in certain 
cultures or communities.

Violent men are violent in their relationships because they 
are stressed.

It’s easy to leave a violent and controlling relationship.

If women don't like it they can leave. Leaving a violent 
partner means the abuse will stop.

Women don't tell the truth about domestic violence.

Domestic violence is caused by the abuse of alcohol.

Women provoke men to be violent by nagging and other 
annoying behaviours.



Vignette

You and another educator are the last to leave and the 
only ones in the centre waiting for 3 year old Sam’s      
mum to collect her.  Sam’s father arrives and appears to 
intoxicated.  You are aware of possible violence within 
the family unit.  

What can you do ?



Key Contacts
• DVConnect Womensline 1800 811 811 

24 hours, 7 days a week 

Assists women and their children to obtain safe refuge accommodation, counselling and referral to other 
support services. 

• DVConnect Mensline 1800 600 636 

9am to midnight, 7 days a week 

Provides counselling, information and referral to men affected by domestic violence. Assists both male 
victims as well as men who are seeking help to stop their abusive behaviour. 

• Sexual Assault Helpline 1800 010 120 

9am to midnight, 7 days a week 

Provides counselling, information and referral to people who have experienced sexual assault. 



Key Contacts - National

Police 

If immediate risk call emergency “000” 

If not at immediate risk call your local office or Police Assistance 
Line 13 14 14.

Child Safety

Brisbane office hours 1300 682 254 

Brisbane after Hours 1300 705 339

Bravehearts 

1800 BRAVE 1 (1800 272 831) Brisbane 

after Hours 1300 705 339



Key Contacts - National

Kids Helpline:
1800 55 1800

Lifeline

13 11 14

1800 RESPECT 

National Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence line

1800 737 732 

Family Relationship Advice

1800 050 321 



Referral Options

• Family and Child Connect

• 13 FAMILY (13 32 64), or by completing an online 
referral form

tel:133264
https://qld-families-referrals.infoxchangeapps.net.au/


Assistance to obtain a Domestic Violence Order
• Legal Aid Queensland 
1300 651 188 
8.30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday www.legalaid.qld.gov.au 
In Queensland, Legal Aid Queensland (LAQ) offers free legal advice about a range of 
legal matters and can provide legal help to financially disadvantaged Queenslanders. 
Information and support material is available online through the Legal Aid website.

• Community Legal Centres (www.communitylegalqld.org.au/find-legal-help/ find-
centre)

• Women's Legal Service
07 3392 0670 or 1800 677 278 (toll free) 9.30am to 1.30pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
1pm to 4pm, Wednesday www.wlsq.org.au Women’s Legal Service.



Questions

Please come and see me
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Thank you


